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CMA Presents the North American Debut of Tango Fire 


“It is a dance of almost indescribable beauty, the grace of ballet and the fire of 
flamenco.” —Mikhail Baryshnikov 


CLEVELAND (October 5, 2006) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) presents the North 
American debut of Tango Fire on Saturday, Oct. 28, 2006, at 7:30 p.m. at the newly refurbished 
John Hay High School Auditorium. This incredible production by Estampas Portefias, one of the 
most sought after tango companies in Buenos Aires, features a quartet of brilliant musicians, ten 
passionate dancers and two remarkable vocalists performing the music of the tango greats including 
Astor Piazzolla. This performance is part of CMA’s VIVA! & Gala Around Town Series. 

Admission to the performance is $39; $37 for CMA Members. Call the CMA Ticket Center at 
1-888-CMA-0033 or online at www.clevelandart.org/viva to purchase tickets. Valet parking 1s offered 
for $3. 

Tango Fire gives audiences a glimpse of the history of tango, one of the world’s most 
alluring and exciting dance and music forms, from its origins in the red light district of Buenos Aires, 
to the glamour of the Roaring 20’s and its evolution in the world of contemporary ballroom dance. 
The performance demonstrates tango’s origins as a vigorous and rhythmic dance and its transition to a 
modern art form. The Sydney Morning Herald wrote “Tango Fire is a show full of adrenaline and 
good humor.” Guatemala’s El Correo said the performance was “so good it makes you shiver.” 

Estampas Portenas was founded in Buenos Aires in 1996 by distinguished Argentine ballerina 
and choreographer Carolina Soler. In its first year, the company toured China, performing over 60 
shows. They have dazzled audiences across Europe, Asia and Latin America, and were proclaimed a 
must-see at Scotland’s Edinburgh Fringe Festival in 2005. 

An alluring and seductive dance form, tango emerged in Buenos Aires at the turn of the 
twentieth century. Originally a dance of fugitives, considered the dance of love, conveys the 
complexities of passion. 

This performance will be held in the auditorium of the recently reopened and renovated John 


Hay High School auditorium. Constructed in 1929, this magnificent neoclassical building was 
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designed by Cleveland Board of Education Architect George M. Hopkinson. The building underwent 
a significant restoration project before reopening for the 2006 school year. 

The next performance in the VIVA! & Gala Around Town series will be The Royal 
Drummers of Burundi and Mombasa Party, appearing on Saturday, Nov. 4, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
the John Hay High School Auditorium. One of the world’s greatest percussion ensembles, the 
Royal Drummers of Burundi perform sacred drumbeats that once heralded the coronations of African 
kings. The tightly knit 20-drum group generates complex, heart-stopping rhythms that rival the Kodo 
drummers of Japan. The concert will begin with Mombasa Party, a string and vocal ensemble whose 
music and movement celebrates the sounds and traditions of East Kenya Taarab artists. For more 
information on the entire VIVA! & Gala Around Town series, visit www.clevelandart.org/viva. 

The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. The Viva! & Gala 
Around Town concert series made possible in part by The Ernest L. and Louise M. Gartner Fund, 
The P.J. McMyler Musical Endowment Fund, The Anton and Rose Zverina Music Fund, and the 
Musart Society. Promotional support provided by 89.7 WKSU, WCLV 104.9 FM and WVIZ/PBS & 
90.3 WCPN ideastream. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its 
permanent collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The 
Museum is a significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more 


information on the Museum, its holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or 


visit www.Clevelandart.org 
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